Supplementary Figure legends
B. TRAP staining showed that p38α deficiency promoted osteoclast differentiation in low cell density culture but slightly inhibited osteoclast differentiation in high cell density cultures. Monocytes were isolated from 6-month-old LysM-Cre; p38α
f/f and control mice, plated at different densities, and cultured in the presence of M-CSF/RANKL. After 7 days, the cultures were stained for TRAP (left panels).
Right panels: quantitation data. Scale bar, 200 μm. N=3.
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C. p38α deficiency did not affect resorbing activity of osteoclasts on dentine slices.
WT and p38α deficient monocytes were isolated from 6-month-old mice and were induced to differentiate into osteoclasts by M-CSF and RANKL for 2 days. The osteoclasts were counted and the same numbers of cells were plated onto dentine slices. After 7 days, the dentine slices were sonicated and stained with Gill's hematoxylin. Bottom panel: quantitation data. Scale bar, 200 μm. N=3.
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